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The analysis of the disinformation detected in Europe in August confirmed previous assessments: according to the evidence available, the 
Ceuta migration crisis was not prompted by foreign interference or, more generally, by any specific actor. Many young Moroccans simply 
believed false or misleading information, for example about the consequences of a decision by the Spanish Supreme Court, which gave 
them hope that they would be able to enter the EU and be accepted. They therefore shared the same messages countless times on social 
media, believed them, and acted accordingly. Some interested actors, such as criminal organizations that exploit migration flows for profit, 
may have worsened the situation by piling on existing narratives about an easy opportunity to enter the EU. But the phenomenon was, again 
according to the information available at the time, largely spontaneous.

What was not spontaneous were the disinformation campaigns that spread across Europe after the crisis, carried out by a variety of actors 
and for a variety of purposes. Far-right parties, influencers, and networks exploited the situation to disseminate conspiracy theories about 
the “Great Replacement” or the “invasion of Europe”, and more generally to spread false claims and unfounded accusations about migrants 
being violent, burning churches, or eating cats. Pro-Russian networks circulated an old image, presented as if it was current, of Spanish 
ministers “partying” in Morocco during the crisis. Pro-Israel accounts promoted the narrative that Ceuta and Melilla are Spanish “colonies”, in 
an attempt to attack Spain’s position on Gaza and the situation in Palestine. Pro-Iranian and pro-Palestinian networks spread the 
conspiracy theory that the US and Israel were behind the migration wave, seeking to attack Spain’s support for Palestine. Many political 
actors—including US President Donald Trump—linked the crisis, without evidence and sometimes with false claims, to Spain’s recent 
decision to regularize hundreds of thousands of migrants.

The consequences of these campaigns are evident: greater polarization within societies, a less informed public debate, increased friction 
among EU member states, more hate speech on social media, islamophobia, antisemitism, and, more generally, more fuel for extremist 
forces and a golden opportunity for Europe’s adversaries to widen its internal divisions.



EU-based organisations that contributed to the report: AFP, APA - Austria Presse Agentur, CORRECTIV, Demagog.org.pl, Demagog.cz, 
Demagog.sk, dpa, Delfi Lithuania, Delfi Estonia, Ellinika Hoaxes, Facta/Pagella Politica, Fact Check Cyprus, Factcheck Vlaanderen, 
Faktograf, Funky Citizens/Factual.ro, INFOVERITAS, Knack Magazine, Lakmusz, Maldita.es, Newtral, Oštro, Polígrafo, Verificat, 15min, 
The Journal FactCheck.

Other European organisations that contributed to the report: AFP, Belarusian Investigative Center, Doğruluk Payı, Faktoje, GeoFacts, 
Hibrid.info, Istinomer, Istinomjer, Metamorphosis Foundation, Myth Detector, Raskrinkavanje.ba, Raskrinkavanje/CDT, VoxUkraine 
(VoxCheck).



THE FIVE FALSE STORIES 
WITH THE WIDEST CIRCULATION 
IN EUROPE

Out of context or AI-generated images and 
videos of migrants in Ceuta

Out of context images and videos showing 
vandalism acts by migrants in Ceuta (i.e. 
attacks on churches, streets or the police)

Migrants in Ceuta have killed and eaten 
local animals

Denialist content on Srebrenica genocide 
and the role played by Ratko Mladić

In Latvia, during a military excercise, a 
Ukrainian soldier shot three NATO service 
members before committing suicide

No data
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https://www.delfi.ee/artikkel/120601871/ara-lange-ohvriks-neli-naidet-ceuta-randekriisiga-kaasnenud-valeinfost
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/snimak-vojnika-koji-bacaju-svinjetinu-na-migrante-u-ceuti-je-napravljen-uz-pomoc-ai
https://faktograf.hr/2026/08/10/incident-na-marokanskoj-granici-je-zabiljezen-ali-fotografija-koja-se-siri-ima-tragove-obrade-ai-jem/
https://faktograf.hr/2026/08/10/incident-na-marokanskoj-granici-je-zabiljezen-ali-fotografija-koja-se-siri-ima-tragove-obrade-ai-jem/
https://faktoje.al/e-gjeneruar-kjo-perballje-e-ushtrise-spanjolle-me-mish-derri-ndaj-marokeneve/
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2026/08/21/persino-vinteo-me-zevgari-apo-tin-kordova-kykloforei-paraplanitika-meta-ti-metanasteftiki-krisi-sti-theouta/
https://www.dogrulukpayi.com/dogruluk-kontrolu/video-fas-tan-ispanya-ya-gelen-gocmenlerin-sokaklari-tahrip-ettigini-mi-gosteriyor
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.C6HV2WE
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.C3X8863
https://www.newtral.es/jovenes-ceuta-policia/20260812/
https://maldita.es/desinfo/20260824/un-inmigrante-marroqui-en-ceuta-fue-captado-asesinando-a-un-gato-para-comerselo/
https://www.facta.news/antibufale/gatto-ucciso-migranti-ceuta
https://www.facta.news/antibufale/gatto-ucciso-migranti-ceuta
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/matematika-negiranja-genocida-kako-bivsi-obavjestajac-sabira-i-oduzima-zrtve-u-srebrenici
https://www.istinomer.rs/facebook-provere/studenti-u-blokadi-nisu-se-oglasili-o-smrti-ratka-mladica-uz-skandaloznu-fotografiju/
https://rebaltica.lv/2026/08/ka-propagandisti-melo-ka-ukrainas-karavirs-latvija-nosava-tris-nato-karavirus/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/ukrainiec-zastrzelil-zolnierzy-nato-podczas-cwiczen-wojskowych-to-dezinformacja/
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/ukrainiec-zastrzelil-zolnierzy-nato-podczas-cwiczen-wojskowych-to-dezinformacja/
https://www.factual.ro/dezinformari-rs/fals-un-militar-ucrainean-ar-fi-ucis-soldati-nato-intr-un-exercitiu-din-letonia/
https://www.factual.ro/dezinformari-rs/fals-un-militar-ucrainean-ar-fi-ucis-soldati-nato-intr-un-exercitiu-din-letonia/


*Including Norway, that was already in the geographical scope of the Monthly Briefs
 

DISINFORMATION DETECTED 
IN THE EU*



The 25 organisations that are part of the EDMO fact-checking network in the European Union and Norway, and that 
contributed to this report, published a total of 1,219 fact-checking articles in August 2026. Of these articles, 269 (22%) 
focused on disinformation related to immigration; 94 (8%) on Ukraine-related disinformation; 88 (7%) on health-related 
disinformation (excluding COVID-19); 70 (6%) on disinformation related to the EU; 67 (5%) on climate change-related 
disinformation; 44 (4%) on COVID-19-related disinformation; 15 (1%) on the crisis in Palestine; 7 (1%) on disinformation 
about LGBTQ+ and gender issues; and 4 (0%) on the war between Israel/USA and Iran.  

In August, the share of false news related to immigration rose by fourteen percentage points, reaching a record high for 
the topic. Disinformation about the war in Ukraine — together with immigration, it has been one of the topics most 
targeted by disinformation in the past months — did not increase or decrease in August 2026. Instead, the share of false 
news related to Covid-19 increased by two percentage points.

After the increasing trend registered in the past three months, disinformation on climate change decreased by two 
percentage points. The share of false news on the crisis in Palestine also lowered by two percentage points. 
Disinformation targeting LGBTQ+ and gender issues decreased by one percentage point. For the first time since the 
beginning of monitoring false news on the war between Iran, Israel and the USA, the percentage of detected 
disinformation on the topic zeroed. 

The share of disinformation on the other topics monitored by these reports remained stable, with only minor fluctuations.

DISINFORMATION ON IMMIGRATION HITS RECORD HIGH IN AUGUST

https://edmo.eu/publications/monthly-report-no-2-is-out/
https://edmo.eu/publications/monthly-fact-checking-brief-no-60-is-out/
https://edmo.eu/publications/monthly-fact-checking-brief-no-59-is-out/
https://edmo.eu/publications/monthly-report-no-1-is-out/
https://edmo.eu/publications/monthly-report-no-2-is-out/
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AI-GENERATED DISINFORMATION QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS IN THE EU
After the increase recorded in June and July 2026, the share of false news created or manipulated using AI dropped in 
August. Out of 1,219 fact-checking articles, 142 addressed this, disinformation techniquerepresenting 12% of the total, one of 
the lowest percentage recorded in 2026

In the month of August, artificial intelligence was used to create false images and videos regarding the 
migratory crisis in Ceuta, which in the networks of the far-right online was used for the dehumanization of 
migrants (see slide n.8). The crisis in Ceuta also fueled disinformation targeting migrants more broadly: an 
authentic video of a Sudanese migrant in Tunisia went viral in various countries with AI-edited audio to make 
the person claim that he came “for his money, a free house and an English woman.” Meanwhile, AI was also 
used to create disinformation targeting Ukrainians and, in the context of growing tensions in Poland, a fake 
image circulated showing a sign hanging in a Polish taxi that reads: “You can speak Ukrainian on foot.” 
Towards the end of the months, various AI-generated videos portraying the flooding in Nepal and Tibet also 
circulated. 

https://edmo.eu/publications/monthly-report-no-2-is-out/
https://www.newtral.es/bulos-crisis-migrantes-ceuta-verificacion/20260801/
https://www.newtral.es/bulos-crisis-migrantes-ceuta-verificacion/20260801/
https://demagog.sk/utecenec-neziada-peniaze-a-dom-zadarmo-povodnemu-videu-zmenili-zvuk-pomocou-ai
https://factchecknederland.afp.com/doc.afp.com.C4FR7KE
https://factchecknederland.afp.com/doc.afp.com.C4FR7KE
https://provjeracinjenica.afp.com/doc.afp.com.C4K22CQ
https://www.facta.news/antibufale/rifugiato-che-dice-voglio-i-miei-soldi-la-casa-gratis
https://verificat.afp.com/doc.afp.com.C4KM4CQ
https://www.reuters.com/world/polands-tusk-calls-end-hate-crimes-against-ukrainians-2026-07-28/
https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/klastote/nuotraukoje-ukrainiecius-zeminantis-varsuvos-taksisto-plakatas-kas-isduoda-klastote-120288849?fbclid=IwY2xjawULmGhwZG9mBWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMWh1SjRKakxSUE9vUm1MQlZzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEe5egidfjmcDEWZOtYE3YI6kum2gVZsNgKzWEm7_1qtpleqQmnLpvk3qT4h_Y_aem_WTNDwxgiXJ6Jvo__5NdUAQ
https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/klastote/nuotraukoje-ukrainiecius-zeminantis-varsuvos-taksisto-plakatas-kas-isduoda-klastote-120288849?fbclid=IwY2xjawULmGhwZG9mBWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMWh1SjRKakxSUE9vUm1MQlZzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEe5egidfjmcDEWZOtYE3YI6kum2gVZsNgKzWEm7_1qtpleqQmnLpvk3qT4h_Y_aem_WTNDwxgiXJ6Jvo__5NdUAQ
https://verificat.afp.com/doc.afp.com.C6WE99E
https://verificat.afp.com/doc.afp.com.C6WE99E


 In the days following the migration crisis that took place in the Spanish exclave of Ceuta on July 30-31, disinformation 
took the opportunity to spread anti-immigration content fueling inflammatory messages of hate. Hundreds of 
misleading videos and images were spread throughout Europe to accuse migrants of acts of violence and vandalism in 
Ceuta (see slide n.3): videos circulated purportedly showing migrant people “intimidating” locals, throwing objects and 
making death threats, and vandalising Christian churches and symbols. One of these misleading stories claimed that a 
migrant allegedly forced his way into a woman's car, and it was also recounted by X’s AI chatbot Grok, which has been 
proven to repeatedly spread disinformation especially in times of breaking news. Claims also circulated that migrants 
had killed and eaten local cats in Ceuta, mirroring a well-known narrative, used also - for example - 
by Donald Trump in the US in 2024 and targeting the Haitian community in Ohio. 

As the month progressed, throughout Europe various false images and videos  circulated 
claiming to show another mass crossing in Ceuta on August 15. Previous to this date, 
Maldita had deeply investigated Moroccan social media groups where this crossing was 
being discussed and organised. Fact-checkers at Verificat also detected content directed 
to people in Morocco, as AI-generated videos of a girl named “Farah”, who had allegedly 
crossed the border on July 30 and now lives an idyllic "European dream" while encouraging 
others to attempt the crossing. However, the mass immigration of August 15 did not happen. 

DISINFORMATION NARRATIVES' ANALYSIS:

1) MISLEADING CONTENT USED TO ACCUSE MIGRANTS OF CRIME AND VANDALISM IN CEUTA 

https://maldita.es/desinfo/20260827/bulos-desinformaciones-y-contexto-sobre-la-crisis-migratoria-en-ceuta-en-julio-de-2026/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/video-publicado-por-andre-ventura-e-recente-e-mostra-um-desacato-provocado-por-um-imigrante-marroquino/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/este-video-que-mostra-suposto-imigrante-a-arremessar-objetos-e-ameacar-de-morte-quem-estava-a-filmar-foi-captado-em-ceuta/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/este-video-que-mostra-suposto-imigrante-a-arremessar-objetos-e-ameacar-de-morte-quem-estava-a-filmar-foi-captado-em-ceuta/
https://fakty.afp.com/doc.afp.com.C6G989E
https://www.verificat.cat/noticies-del-dia-x-desinformacio-ceuta-video-antic-sevilla/
https://info-veritas.com/desinformacion-cuidado-imagen-muestra-migrante-gato-muerto/
https://info-veritas.com/desinformacion-cuidado-imagen-muestra-migrante-gato-muerto/
https://edmo.eu/publications/theyre-not-eating-the-cats-again/
https://verificat.afp.com/doc.afp.com.C6DP469
https://demagog.org.pl/wypowiedzi/migranci-znowu-zmierzaja-do-ceuty-posel-konfederacji-udostepnia-stare-nagranie/
https://demagog.org.pl/wypowiedzi/migranci-znowu-zmierzaja-do-ceuty-posel-konfederacji-udostepnia-stare-nagranie/
https://proveri.afp.com/doc.afp.com.C6DV3T3
https://maldita.es/investigaciones/20260803/whatsapp-facebook-instagram-new-crossing-ceuta-august-15/
https://maldita.es/investigaciones/20260803/whatsapp-facebook-instagram-new-crossing-ceuta-august-15/
https://www.verificat.cat/farah-noia-ceuta-alterada-ia-somni-europeu/


 The resonance of the Ceuta migration crisis in the European information space fueled the circulation of conspiracy 
theories on the event, specifically alleging that it had been plotted by external actors. According to a claim circulated in 
Estonia and originated in pro-Iranian and anti-Western accounts, the mass crossing of migrants was organised by the 
United States and Israel to punish Madrid for its opposition to the Gaza war and attacks on Iran (pro-Israel accounts 
exploited the crisis in its aftermath, spreading  the disinformation  narrative that Ceuta and Melilla are Spanish 
“colonies” and attacking Madrid’s position on Palestine).. Another claim disseminated in Portugal purports that the 
Algerian army was escorting migrants directed towards Ceuta, proving that the mass crossing has been planned and 
fueling the conspiracy theory of the Great Replacement.   

Other conspiracy theories also circulated on the fate of the migrants that crossed 
the border. Although the majority of them were actually repatriated, false news 
circulated in English that the United Kingdom would be accommodating 
thousands of migrants who crossed the border in Ceuta. 

2) CONSPIRACY THEORIES RELATED TO THE CEUTA MIGRATION CRISIS

https://www.delfi.ee/artikkel/120601871/ara-lange-ohvriks-neli-naidet-ceuta-randekriisiga-kaasnenud-valeinfost
https://www.delfi.ee/artikkel/120601871/ara-lange-ohvriks-neli-naidet-ceuta-randekriisiga-kaasnenud-valeinfost
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://maldita.es/desinfo/20260731/ceuta-melilla-colonias-espa%25C3%25B1a/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1789573259832197&usg=AOvVaw3g3Lh-4dWtv5oXIwZlE4R9
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/este-video-mostra-exercito-argelino-a-escoltar-colunas-de-jovens-africanos-em-direcao-a-ceuta/
https://www.isdglobal.org/isd-explainer/the-great-replacement/
http://thejournal.ie/utils/login/journal/?redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thejournal.ie%2Fuk-ceuta-migrant-claim-debunked-factcheck-7143854-Aug2026%2F
http://thejournal.ie/utils/login/journal/?redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thejournal.ie%2Fuk-ceuta-migrant-claim-debunked-factcheck-7143854-Aug2026%2F


THE MOST SIGNIFICANT DISINFORMATION STORIES 
AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL:

A clip showing someone 
sorting and shredding 

mail-in ballots marked for 
the AfD 

 A street with numerous 
Ukrainian flags is evidence 

of the “Ukrainization” of 
Poland

A new government action 
plan for women and girls is 
an attempt to discourage 

women from being 
stay-at-home parents

The low water levels in 
the Danube are caused 

by illegal retention in 
reservoirs by the 

countries crossed by 
the river upstream

https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/260811-99-307714/
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/260811-99-307714/
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/260811-99-307714/
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/260811-99-307714/
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/mamy-juz-ukropolin-w-polsce-to-nie-sa-flagi-ukrainy/
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/mamy-juz-ukropolin-w-polsce-to-nie-sa-flagi-ukrainy/
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/mamy-juz-ukropolin-w-polsce-to-nie-sa-flagi-ukrainy/
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/mamy-juz-ukropolin-w-polsce-to-nie-sa-flagi-ukrainy/
https://www.thejournal.ie/norma-foley-tradwife-strategy-department-of-children-equality-factcheck-debunk-7128792-Aug2026/?jrnl_lg=1
https://www.thejournal.ie/norma-foley-tradwife-strategy-department-of-children-equality-factcheck-debunk-7128792-Aug2026/?jrnl_lg=1
https://www.thejournal.ie/norma-foley-tradwife-strategy-department-of-children-equality-factcheck-debunk-7128792-Aug2026/?jrnl_lg=1
https://www.thejournal.ie/norma-foley-tradwife-strategy-department-of-children-equality-factcheck-debunk-7128792-Aug2026/?jrnl_lg=1
https://www.thejournal.ie/norma-foley-tradwife-strategy-department-of-children-equality-factcheck-debunk-7128792-Aug2026/?jrnl_lg=1
https://lakmusz.hu/2026/08/06/nem-a-szomszedos-orszagok-duzzasztoi-miatt-nincs-viz-a-dunaban
https://lakmusz.hu/2026/08/06/nem-a-szomszedos-orszagok-duzzasztoi-miatt-nincs-viz-a-dunaban
https://lakmusz.hu/2026/08/06/nem-a-szomszedos-orszagok-duzzasztoi-miatt-nincs-viz-a-dunaban
https://www.factual.ro/dezinformari-rs/partial-fals-nivelul-scazut-al-dunarii-pe-teritoriul-romaniei-e-cauzat-de-barajele-de-acumulare-din-amonte/
https://www.factual.ro/dezinformari-rs/partial-fals-nivelul-scazut-al-dunarii-pe-teritoriul-romaniei-e-cauzat-de-barajele-de-acumulare-din-amonte/
https://www.factual.ro/dezinformari-rs/partial-fals-nivelul-scazut-al-dunarii-pe-teritoriul-romaniei-e-cauzat-de-barajele-de-acumulare-din-amonte/
https://www.factual.ro/dezinformari-rs/partial-fals-nivelul-scazut-al-dunarii-pe-teritoriul-romaniei-e-cauzat-de-barajele-de-acumulare-din-amonte/


*Europe refers to the countries of the Council of Europe, plus Kosovo, Belarus and 
Russia
 

DISINFORMATION IN EUROPE* 
OUTSIDE THE EU



Following the trend recorded in July, denialist and misleading content about the Srebrenica massacre continued to 
circulate in August. Later in the month, this trend was exacerbated by the death of war criminal Ratko Mladić, who 
was portrayed by pro-Serbian nationalist narratives as a hero and a victim of an unfair trial. The trend is likely to be 
consistent in September, considering the controversial Mladić's funerals in Serbia that took place on the 7th of the 
month. False news related to Mladić's death were used in Serbia to target the "Students in Blockade" movement, 
falsely accused of commenting positively the event and posting a scandalous photo.

As it happens consistently, disinformation in the Balkans was also used to trigger tensions within the region. A false 
claim circulated in Albania that the prime minister of Montenegro listed Albania, along with Serbia, 
as countries involved in “hybrid operations” to destabilize Montenegro, while Serbian tabloids 
alleged that Montenegro is joining a purported new military alliance of Croatia, Albania 
and Kosovo against Serbia. A Montenegrin media outlet falsely linked criticism 
of the Serbian Orthodox Church and calls to remove a church from Mount Rumija 
to the 2022 mass shooting in Cetinje. In Kosovo, false claims circulated that 
Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan reacted to statements by Serbian President 
Aleksandar Vučić on the opening of the Ibar Bridge, and allegedly stated 
that Turkey has “its own points in the Balkans” and that one of them
 is the Republic of Kosovo, which Turkey will “protect at all costs”.

DISINFORMATION NARRATIVES' ANALYSIS:

1) MLADIĆ’S DEATH SPARKS NEW WAVE OF DISINFORMATION IN THE BALKANS

https://edmo.eu/publications/monthly-report-no-2-is-out/
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/izvjestavanje-o-smrti-ratka-mladica-negiranje-zlocina-i-politizacija
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn5dkk7yw74o
https://www.istinomer.rs/facebook-provere/studenti-u-blokadi-nisu-se-oglasili-o-smrti-ratka-mladica-uz-skandaloznu-fotografiju/
https://www.istinomer.rs/facebook-provere/studenti-u-blokadi-nisu-se-oglasili-o-smrti-ratka-mladica-uz-skandaloznu-fotografiju/
https://faktoje.al/si-u-paraqit-shqiperia-si-nje-nga-shtetet-destabilizuese-te-malit-te-zi/
https://www.raskrinkavanje.me/analiza/mediji-uclanjuju-crnu-goru-u-vojni-savez-sa-hrvatskom-kosovom-i-albanijom-podgorica-demantuje/
https://www.raskrinkavanje.me/analiza/mediji-uclanjuju-crnu-goru-u-vojni-savez-sa-hrvatskom-kosovom-i-albanijom-podgorica-demantuje/
https://www.istinomer.rs/facebook-provere/crna-gora-ne-pristupa-vojnoj-saradnji-hrvatske-albanije-i-kosova/
https://www.istinomer.rs/facebook-provere/crna-gora-ne-pristupa-vojnoj-saradnji-hrvatske-albanije-i-kosova/
https://www.raskrinkavanje.me/analiza/neosnovano-povezivanje-kritike-crkve-sa-masovnim-ubistvom-na-cetinju/
https://euronews.al/vucic-leter-kreut-te-nato-s-turku-deshiron-ta-hape-uren-e-ibrit-do-ti-lutem-rutte-s-te-mos-e-beje/
https://euronews.al/vucic-leter-kreut-te-nato-s-turku-deshiron-ta-hape-uren-e-ibrit-do-ti-lutem-rutte-s-te-mos-e-beje/
https://hibrid.info/en/pretendohet-rrejshem-se-ministri-i-jashtem-turk-reagoi-ndaj-vuciqit-per-hapjen-e-ures-se-ibrit/?fbclid=IwY2xjawUMAWdwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMUtrUjVPbWRmSlhWN2REcUJzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeeRW7ZgXmHK77oB1alo8a888UFomcpoSfOwyP5TRYRefdZrkhBRTXo1aWPiA_aem_RW-trkCRQnDOETAC8FrwEg
https://hibrid.info/en/pretendohet-rrejshem-se-ministri-i-jashtem-turk-reagoi-ndaj-vuciqit-per-hapjen-e-ures-se-ibrit/?fbclid=IwY2xjawUMAWdwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMUtrUjVPbWRmSlhWN2REcUJzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeeRW7ZgXmHK77oB1alo8a888UFomcpoSfOwyP5TRYRefdZrkhBRTXo1aWPiA_aem_RW-trkCRQnDOETAC8FrwEg


In the month of August false news mostly targeted the Ukrainian governing class, accusing them of 
corruption (see slide n.16). False claims distorted an article published on the Financial Times, alleging that 
Ukrainian elites were blocking EU accession by sabotaging reforms and ignoring EU demands. A video 
circulated the claim that according to Eurostat almost 71% of EU citizens believe Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky is involved in corruption schemes. 

Artificial Intelligence was also widely used to spread disinformation: e.g. a fake video showed two Ukrainian 
MPs allegedly calling for negotiations with Russia, an image of black body bags was used to claim that 
Ukraine received 1,210 bodies of fallen soldiers on August 6. Doctored or forged content was also used to 
spread the false news that since May 2026 Ukrainian recruitment offices had mobilised over 500 Orthodox 
Church of Ukraine priests, and that they had placed posters encouraging women to mobilise, with the slogan 
“Motherhood is not the only path to self-realisation.”

2) DISINFORMATION TARGETS THE GOVERNMENT IN UKRAINE 

https://voxukraine.org/manipulyatsiya-ukrayinski-elity-zavazhayut-vstupu-ukrayiny-do-yes-financial-times
https://voxukraine.org/fejk-majzhe-71-gromadyan-yes-vpevneni-shho-zelenskyj-zaluchenyj-do-koruptsijnyh-shem-eurostat
https://voxukraine.org/fejk-majzhe-71-gromadyan-yes-vpevneni-shho-zelenskyj-zaluchenyj-do-koruptsijnyh-shem-eurostat
https://voxukraine.org/fejk-deputaty-vru-zaklykayut-do-peremovyn-z-rf-video
https://voxukraine.org/fejk-deputaty-vru-zaklykayut-do-peremovyn-z-rf-video
https://voxukraine.org/fejk-foto-1210-povernutyh-til-zagyblyh-ukrayinskyh-vijskovyh-6-serpnya-2026-roku
https://voxukraine.org/nepravda-z-travnya-2026-roku-ttsk-mobilizuvalo-bilshe-500-svyashhenykiv-ptsu-human-rights-watch
https://voxukraine.org/nepravda-z-travnya-2026-roku-ttsk-mobilizuvalo-bilshe-500-svyashhenykiv-ptsu-human-rights-watch
https://voxukraine.org/fejk-v-ukrayini-rozmistyly-postery-iz-zaklykom-do-zhinok-mobilizuvatysya-foto


Consistently with what was reported in the month of July, anti-EU narratives keep on circulating in Belarus. 
False news aimed at depicting Europeans and their countries as poor and resourceless. Claims circulated 
that residents of EU-members Poland and Baltic States have become so poor that the only vacations they can 
afford are in Belarus and Russia. The real negative consequences of the heatwave that hit Europe were also 
used to spread false claims: a column published on TASS purported that sanctions against Russia are hurting 
the EU because it can no longer feed itself and will have to buy food from other countries. 

Comparatively, disinformation also circulated claims alleging that in Belarus the situation is much better. 
False news purported that Belarus offers families with children more generous benefits compared to 
EU-member Latvia, and that Latvians are fleeing to live in Belarus in droves. 

3) ANTI-EU SENTIMENT BINDS WITH NATIONALISM IN BELARUS

https://edmo.eu/publications/monthly-report-no-2-is-out/
https://investigatebel.org/en/fakenews/belarus-radio-poland-baltics-travel-poverty
https://investigatebel.org/en/fakenews/belarus-radio-poland-baltics-travel-poverty
https://investigatebel.org/en/fakenews/tass-eu-food-security-heat-wheat
https://investigatebel.org/en/fakenews/belarus-radio-latvia-child-benefits
https://investigatebel.org/en/fakenews/belarus-radio-latvia-child-benefits
https://investigatebel.org/en/fakenews/belarus-radio-latvians-moving-to-belarus


With the anniversary of the August 2008 war between Russia and Georgia, disinformation was circulated in 
the form of historical revisionist claims. Specifically, false news purported that Russian troops entered 
Georgian territory only on 8 August 2008, rather than on 7 August: a distinction that is relevant to determining 
who initiated the conflict. Another false claim circulated that according to Resolution 1633 of the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) Georgia was named the initiator of the war. 

Claims promoting the political and historical revisionism of Georgia–Russia relations were also boosted by a 
coordinated network of 434 AI-generated fake Facebook accounts investigated by Myth Detector. The 
network is operating in Georgia and designed to artificially boost the ruling pro-Russian Georgian Dream 
party, with the aim of amplifying pro-government narratives by exploiting socially 
sensitive domestic political issues. 

4) HISTORICAL REVISIONISM AND PROPAGANDA LOOM OVER GEORGIA

https://geofacts.ee/ka/article/10501-7-tu-8-agvisto-rodis-daitsyo-2008-tslis-agvistos-omi
https://geofacts.ee/ka/article/10501-7-tu-8-agvisto-rodis-daitsyo-2008-tslis-agvistos-omi
https://geofacts.ee/ka/article/10482-sotsialur-qselshi-agvistos-omtan-dakavshirebuli-rezolutsiis-shesakheb-shetsdomashi-shemyvani-informatsia-vrtseldeba
https://mythdetector.com/en/434-ai-trolls-operates/


THE MOST SIGNIFICANT DISINFORMATION STORIES 
AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL:

Ukrainian refugees are 
being expelled from 

Albania 

Former Prime Minister 
Zoran Zaev secretly 
negotiated with the 
Greeks: this is why 

Macedonians are left 
without an identity

 Italian mafia groups 
wanted to buy Ukrainian 

drones that had allegedly 
appeared on the black 

market after foreign 
supplies to Ukraine

The EU refused to buy 
Georgian bilberries after 

recommending their 
cultivation, forcing farmers to 

turn to the Russian market 
instead

https://faktoje.al/ukrainasit-nuk-po-debohen-nga-shqiperia/
https://faktoje.al/ukrainasit-nuk-po-debohen-nga-shqiperia/
https://faktoje.al/ukrainasit-nuk-po-debohen-nga-shqiperia/
https://vistinomer.mk/pregovorite-so-grcija-bea-javni-i-nema-dokaz-deka-sega-tajno-se-pregovara-so-bugarija/
https://vistinomer.mk/pregovorite-so-grcija-bea-javni-i-nema-dokaz-deka-sega-tajno-se-pregovara-so-bugarija/
https://vistinomer.mk/pregovorite-so-grcija-bea-javni-i-nema-dokaz-deka-sega-tajno-se-pregovara-so-bugarija/
https://vistinomer.mk/pregovorite-so-grcija-bea-javni-i-nema-dokaz-deka-sega-tajno-se-pregovara-so-bugarija/
https://vistinomer.mk/pregovorite-so-grcija-bea-javni-i-nema-dokaz-deka-sega-tajno-se-pregovara-so-bugarija/
https://vistinomer.mk/pregovorite-so-grcija-bea-javni-i-nema-dokaz-deka-sega-tajno-se-pregovara-so-bugarija/
https://voxukraine.org/nepravda-italijska-mafiya-tsikavytsya-ukrayinskymy-dronamy-na-chornomu-rynku-novynne-agentstvo-ansa
https://voxukraine.org/nepravda-italijska-mafiya-tsikavytsya-ukrayinskymy-dronamy-na-chornomu-rynku-novynne-agentstvo-ansa
https://voxukraine.org/nepravda-italijska-mafiya-tsikavytsya-ukrayinskymy-dronamy-na-chornomu-rynku-novynne-agentstvo-ansa
https://voxukraine.org/nepravda-italijska-mafiya-tsikavytsya-ukrayinskymy-dronamy-na-chornomu-rynku-novynne-agentstvo-ansa
https://voxukraine.org/nepravda-italijska-mafiya-tsikavytsya-ukrayinskymy-dronamy-na-chornomu-rynku-novynne-agentstvo-ansa
https://voxukraine.org/nepravda-italijska-mafiya-tsikavytsya-ukrayinskymy-dronamy-na-chornomu-rynku-novynne-agentstvo-ansa
https://mythdetector.com/en/georgias-bilberry-exports/
https://mythdetector.com/en/georgias-bilberry-exports/
https://mythdetector.com/en/georgias-bilberry-exports/
https://mythdetector.com/en/georgias-bilberry-exports/
https://mythdetector.com/en/georgias-bilberry-exports/
https://mythdetector.com/en/georgias-bilberry-exports/


FOREIGN INFORMATION 
MANIPULATION AND 

INTERFERENCE ANALYSIS



August 2026 exhibited three mutually reinforcing developments across the European FIMI environment:

1. Expansion of operational targets: Russian-linked operation clusters maintained their reliance on media 
impersonation, fabricated audiovisual assets, and synthetic narration. However, their primary focus broadened 
beyond Ukraine narratives to directly target NATO operational cohesion (via military exercise fabrications in Latvia) 
and European domestic electoral confidence ahead of German regional elections.

2. Ceuta post-crisis exploitation phase: August saw extensive post-hoc exploitation by Russian-aligned infrastructure 
(Pravda Network), pro-Israel accounts, cross-ideological conspiracy groups, and domestic political figures across EU 
member states.

3. Decoupling of TTPs from foreign attribution: A massive 434-account AI-generated network in Georgia dedicated to 
domestic political amplification demonstrated that synthetic persona tradecraft is no longer an indicator of foreign 
state origin.

SUMMARY



Finding Observed Practice Analytical Assessment
Pan-European 
Storm-1516

Forged Euronews report claiming a Ukrainian soldier 
killed 3 NATO troops during Baltic Trust 26 in Latvia; 
debunked by 4 independent fact-checkers across 9+ 
languages.

AI- enabled fabrication and rapid automated 
distribution. Spliced real footage with 99% 
probability AI narration.

Targeting local 
elections in 
Germany

Resurfaced AfD ballot-shredding video; fake Deutsche 
Welle video announcing Chancellor Merz's resignation; 
Matryoshka candidate smear campaigns.

First public warning issued by German BfV naming 
a specific FIMI campaign. Designed to erode 
institutional trust in mainstream democratic 
parties.

Pravda Network Localisation of four unrelated events a single month: 
impersonation letter (Poland), medical denial claim 
(Latvia), Ceuta photo (Spain), DW video (Germany).

Ongoing information operation providing, 
TTP-agnostic distribution layer. Operating as 
cross-border infrastructure regardless of content 
origin.

Domestic 
AI-generated 
network

434 AI-generated Facebook profiles created in 
synchronised waves to boost Georgia's ruling party.

Domestic covert network (not FIMI). Synthetic 
personas/profiles are being increasingly utilised by 
domestic (political) political actors.  

Two-tier 
migration crisis 
model

Post-crisis exploitation of Ceuta by Pravda Network, 
pro-Israel networks, and other domestic actors.

Post-hoc exploitation of Ceuta crisis by various 
actors alongside explicit lack of evidence for foreign 
causation of the initial crossing.

KEY FINDINGS



ACTOR TAXONOMY

● Russian-linked operations: Storm-1516 and Matryoshka / Operation Overload (Storm-1679), specialising in 
high-production fabrications, brand spoofing, and asymmetric political targeting.

● Russian-linked distribution infrastructure: Pravda Network as a multi-domain distribution ecosystem that ingests, 
translates, and localises false information.

● Migration-mobilisation & recruitment networks: Cross-platform communities (Facebook, WhatsApp, Instagram, 
Telegram) combining peer coordination with misleading legal, asylum, and border-opening information.

● Domestic covert amplification networks: Coordinated inauthentic network utilizing AI-generated personas/profiles 
used for domestic political objectives in Georgia.

● Domestic amplifiers: Public figures, political representatives, and domestic outlets utilised Ceuta crisis and 
misleading/false information for domestic political gain.

● Cross-ideological conspiracy amplifiers: Accounts converging around "Great Replacement" framing, anti-Israel 
false-flag narratives, or anti-Western geopolitical theories.



Storm-1516 cross-border NATO fabrication (Latvia)
 
A forged Euronews-branded video claimed a Ukrainian soldier shot three NATO soldiers during the Baltic Trust 26 exercise 
in Latvia before taking his own life.

● Debunked:  by 4 independent fact-checking organizations: VoxUkraine (Ukraine), dpa (Germany/Austria/Benelux), 
Demagog (Poland), and AFP (Slovakia/Poland).

● Forensic markers: AFP’s audio analysis via Hiya returned a 99% probability of AI narration. The asset circulated in at 
least 9 languages (Polish, Slovak, Czech, German, English, Bulgarian, Dutch, Ukrainian, Russian) containing 
machine-translation errors - such as translating the Latvian training region "Selonia" to "Silesia".

● Amplification chain: Demagog traced the Polish chain, showing the account "Minister_Prawdy" (Minister of Truth) 
shared the clip 20 hours after "THE REAL DARK JUDGE" (an account closely tied to Storm-1516), providing a clear 
timestamped record of downstream domestic infection.

OBSERVED INFLUENCE OPERATIONS

https://voxukraine.org/fejk-pid-chas-navchan-u-latviyi-vijskovosluzhbovets-zsu-vbyv-troh-soldativ-nato-euronews
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/260819-99-381630/
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/ukrainiec-zastrzelil-zolnierzy-nato-podczas-cwiczen-wojskowych-to-dezinformacja/
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/ukrainiec-zastrzelil-zolnierzy-nato-podczas-cwiczen-wojskowych-to-dezinformacja/
https://fakty.afp.com/doc.afp.com.C4XB39E
https://fakty.afp.com/doc.afp.com.C4XB39E
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/ukrainiec-zastrzelil-zolnierzy-nato-podczas-cwiczen-wojskowych-to-dezinformacja/


Source: VoxUkraine

A FORGED EURONEWS-BRANDED VIDEO

The fake video attempted to recreate the original Euronews video style.

 

https://voxukraine.org/fejk-pid-chas-navchan-u-latviyi-vijskovosluzhbovets-zsu-vbyv-troh-soldativ-nato-euronews


German regional elections
 
Russian-linked actors targeted the upcoming September regional elections in Saxony-Anhalt, Berlin, and 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern:

1. Institutional impersonation: A fabricated Deutsche Welle video falsely claimed Chancellor Friedrich Merz was 
resigning, citing forged Handelsblatt reports. The campaign prompted an official public warning from Germany's 
domestic security agency (BfV). The video was hosted on the Pravda Network and initially seeded via English-language 
US influencer accounts.

2. Targeted smear campaigns against political representatives: Matryoshka (Storm-1679) circulated 269 posts across 21 
days carrying forged media logos (FAZ, Spiegel TV) accusing candidate Eric Stehr (Die Linke party) of murder and sex 
scandals, and Berlin Mayor Kai Wegner (CDU party) of murder. A clear targeting asymmetry was observed: candidates 
from every major party were targeted except the pro-Russian AfD and BSW.

INFLUENCE OPERATIONS AND MODALITIES

https://www.isdglobal.org/digital-dispatch/investigation-an-old-dog-with-no-new-tricks-matryoshka-targets-regional-elections-in-germany/
https://blog.prif.org/2026/08/25/herbst-der-faelscher-russische-desinformation-und-die-landtagswahlen-im-osten


Source: Dw

False videos on X making false allegations against Stehr, the Left Party candidate running in the Saxony-Anhalt state 
election documented by DW.

 

https://www.dw.com/en/operation-overload-matryoshka-state-elections-local-elections-berlin-germany-russia/a-78193305


German regional elections 

3. Seeking to deepen East-West division inside Germany: Matryoshka operation pushed 20 fabricated videos and news 
reports in depicting German news outlets, celebrities, business leaders, and others advocating for the redivision of Germany. 
The campaign even has its own hashtag: #TimeToDivideGermany. The operation was mapped out my NewsGuard and DW.

4. Undermining voting system: A false video from 2025 and attributed to Storm-1516 operation showed false AfD 
mail-in ballots being destroyed resurfaced prior regional election to undermine trust in postal voting.

Source: YouTube/DW

https://www.newsguardtech.com/special-reports/new-russian-influence-campaign-aims-to-re-divide-germany-into-east-and-west/
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/ICOdtHISlpQ
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/260811-99-307714/
https://www.dw.com/en/fact-check-false-claims-disinformation-operation-overload-afd-saxony-anhalt/a-79093254
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/ICOdtHISlpQ


Source: GeoFacts

INFLUENCE OPERATIONS AND MODALITIES
Synthetic politician impersonation

GeoFacts (Georgia) documented a false YouTube channel using AI voice synthesis to generate a video of German AfD 
politician Sven Tritschler attacking German Chancellor Merz and Ukrainian President Zelenskyy. This represents an 
evolution from generic AI "soldiers" to scalable, direct impersonation of identifiable elected officials. A tactic using 
AI-generated content and fake YouTube channels impersonating European politicians.

https://geofacts.ee/ka/article/10476-sotsialur-qselshi-sven-tritshleris-video-gayalbebuli-targmanit-vrtseldeba


Pravda Network as a persistent distribution layer
 
In August, Pravda demonstrated its TTP-agnostic nature by ingesting and localizing four completely distinct fabrication 
types:

● A forged letter impersonating a Ukrainian drone company CEO in Poland.
● An uncorroborated single-source medical denial story - emergency patients in Latvia were allegedly denied treatment 

for speaking Russian (Pravda was the only Latvian-language outlet reporting it).
● A mislabelled 2025 photograph of Spanish ministers used during the Ceuta crisis, with a caption implying government 

complicity with Morocco on the day of the Ceuta crossing.
● A fabricated DW-branded Merz resignation video.

https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/przelot-dronow-i-flaga-ukrainy-nad-warszawa-to-sfalszowane-pismo/
https://geofacts.ee/ka/article/10492-ar-dasturdeba-rom-latviashi-gadaudebel-patsientebs-mkurnalobaze-uars-rusul-enaze-saubris-gamo-eubnebian
https://maldita.es/desinfo/20260903/ceuta-disinformation-fimi/
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.C47V6T3


Source: Myth Detector

Georgia domestic AI network
Myth Detector identified 434 Facebook accounts with AI-generated profile photos, false employment histories, and 
synchronised creation dates. 323 of the 434 accounts were registered in July–August 2026 alone to artificially boost 
Georgia's ruling Georgian Dream party. Each profile carried an AI-generated photo, a fabricated but plausible workplace and 
educational history. Meta removed the network. Because evidence points to a domestic operator, this case illustrates that 
synthetic persona tradecraft cannot be used as a standalone proxy for foreign attribution.
 
Example of AI-generated profiles detected by Myth Detector - a defective hand was fused to the railing on which the hand 
was resting.

https://mythdetector.com/en/434-ai-trolls-operates/
https://mythdetector.com/en/434-ai-trolls-operates/


From triggering event to contested exploitation
The August findings confirm a two-tier analytical model: an unattributed initial crossing event followed by aggressive 
post-hoc opportunistic exploitation.

CASE STUDY: CEUTA MIGRATION CRISIS

TIER 1: TRIGGERING EVENT
- No evidence of foreign state causation
- Organic peer coordination + legal misinterpretation

TIER 2: POST-CRISIS EXPLOITATION
- Pravda Network (mislabelled 2025 minister photo)
- Pro-Israel #FreeCeuta campaign
- Domestic political amplification (EU MPs/MEPs)
- Algorithmic recommendation scaling (Instagram 690x)



CEUTA: NARRATIVE EXPLOITATION BY FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC ACTORS

Actor Narrative Why it matters
Pro-Russian / Pravda Network Mislabelled 2025 image of Spanish 

ministers reframed as government 
complicity during the crisis.

Authentic image + false timing = 
political betrayal narrative.
 

Pro-Israel accounts #FreeCeuta and “Spanish colonies” 
framing after Spain–Israel tensions.

Not evidence of state orchestration; 
crisis used for sovereignty 
counter-narrative.
 

Far-right replacement frame
 

Claims that EU security withdrawal 
enabled “tens of thousands” of Muslims 
to enter Europe.
 

Crisis attached to 
demographic-conspiracy mobilisation.
 

Domestic actors
 

Old or misleading Ceuta-related 
visuals recycled by various domestic 
actors in Spain, Poland, Portugal, UK 
and elsewhere.

Mainstream amplification gave viral 
content political legitimacy.
 

https://maldita.es/desinfo/20260903/ceuta-disinformation-fimi/
https://maldita.es/desinfo/20260903/ceuta-disinformation-fimi/
https://maldita.es/desinfo/20260903/ceuta-disinformation-fimi/
https://www.foxnews.com/world/spanish-journalist-ceuta-residents-believe-government-isnt-doing-enough-prevent-another-migrant-rush
https://demagog.org.pl/wypowiedzi/migranci-znowu-zmierzaja-do-ceuty-posel-konfederacji-udostepnia-stare-nagranie/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/video-publicado-por-andre-ventura-e-recente-e-mostra-um-desacato-provocado-por-um-imigrante-marroquino/
https://www.thejournal.ie/ceuta-migrant-invasion-debunked-video-tommy-robinson-7137206-Aug2026/?jrnl_lg=1


CEUTA PEER COORDINATION AND ALGORITHMIC AMPLIFICATION

Maldita’s analysis of 50 Instagram profiles revealed that Instagram's recommendation algorithm amplified mobilisation reels 
from accounts with tiny follower counts.

https://maldita.es/investigaciones/20260813/august-15-ceuta-amplification-instagram-profiles-handful-followers/


USE OF AI IN CEUTA

AI was deployed across three distinct functional layers:

1. Pull-factor recruitment: AI-generated images of "Farah" (a girl who swam to Ceuta) depicted her living an idyllic 
European life, creating a false "European dream" to encourage prospective migrants.

Source: Verificat

https://www.verificat.cat/farah-noia-ceuta-alterada-ia-somni-europeu/
https://www.verificat.cat/farah-noia-ceuta-alterada-ia-somni-europeu/


2. Inflammatory provocation: An AI video (created via Seedance 2.0) falsely depicted Spanish police throwing 
bacon at Muslim migrants.

Source: GeoFacts

3. Platform AI miscontextualisation: X's Grok-powered news feature falsely attributed unrelated old video footage 
from Sevilla to the Ceuta crisis.

https://geofacts.ee/ka/article/10469-sotsialur-qselshi-vrtseldeba-video-titqos-espanelma-samartaldamtsavebma-marokodan-shesul-migrantebs-bekoni-esroles
https://geofacts.ee/ka/article/10469-sotsialur-qselshi-vrtseldeba-video-titqos-espanelma-samartaldamtsavebma-marokodan-shesul-migrantebs-bekoni-esroles
https://www.verificat.cat/noticies-del-dia-x-desinformacio-ceuta-video-antic-sevilla/


METHODOLOGY

The information contained in this report was collected via a questionnaire sent to the fact-checking 
organisations belonging to the EDMO fact-checking network (https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-community/). 

Reference period: 1-31 August 2026. Number of respondents: 39. FIMI section was also created with the support 
of the tool GladiOS developed by Gerulata Technologies. 

Main editors of this report (excluding the FIMI section): Lucia Bertoldini and Tommaso Canetta, Pagella 
Politica/Facta. For further information: t.canetta@pagellapolitica.it.

Main editors of the FIMI section of this report: Katarína Klingová and Jakub Kubś (GLOBSEC)
For further information: jakub.kubs@globsec.org (GLOBSEC)

EDMO has received funding from the European 
Union under Contract number: 300141274. 
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