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Executive Summary

This report forms part of the deliverable “D3.2 Periodic Report Eu Cooperation: cooperation with
EDMO platform” (M12). It briefly illustrates the collaboration among IDMO, EDMO and the other
national Hubs with regards to fact-checking initiatives on tackling cross-border disinformation
narratives. The report is edited by Pagella Politica as the main coordinator of the IDMO’s Fact-
Checking Coordination Office (Activity 3 of the project).

1 Introduction

IDMO integrates with EDMO in several ways. First IDMO’s coordinator LUISS (as represented by
Gianni Riotta) sits in the Advisory Board of EDMO, and IDMQO’s partner Pagella Politica (as
represented by its director Giovanni Zagni) being also a partner of EDMO sits in the Governance
Body of the project. These two positions have made alignment and collaboration with EDMO active
and operational since the very launch of the Italian national Hub.

In addition, the cross cooperation between EDMO central and IDMO has so far also been ensured
by Pagella Politica’s specific role in the two projects. Being Pagella the coordinator of fact-checking
activities in both projects, IDMQO’s activities are planned and structured to be carried out in parallel
with those of EDMO, both benefiting from and contributing to them. This includes close collaboration
on detection and exposure of cross-border disinformation narratives, early response to EDMO’s
requests for emerging disinformation trends, exchange of best practices, contribution to EDMO’s
relevant repositories, common events and dissemination activities.

2  Tackling European disinformation narratives

EDMO'’s fact-checking activities include the publication of monthly briefs on disinformation in Europe,
of collaborative investigations on specific disinformation narratives circulating in one or more
countries, as well as of other relevant contents such as early warning on emerging trends about
Ukraine's related-disinformation. IDMO regularly contributes to allowing for greater visibility and
impact of these editorial products among Italian stakeholders by presenting them in their italian
translation on IDMQO’s website. Here is an example of an article launching EDMO’s brief:



MEDIALITERACY  RASSEGNASTAMPA | CONSIGLI DILETTURADIIDMO  ELECTION DAILY R inf O Y O Q

2022 Ultimo aggiornamento: Marzo 2 2022

In Europa ancora disinformazione sul Covid-19, aumentano
le notizie false sulla crisi in Ucraina

Il Report sulla disinformazione a cura delle organizzazioni di fact-
checking del network EDMO

(D)

Non solo Covid-19, a gennaio 2022 la disinformazione online ha riguardato anche la crisi tra Russia e Ucraina. E
quanto emerge dal report mensile a cura di EDMO - European Digital Media Observatory.

Figure 1: EDMO’s monthly brief presented and shared in Italian on IDMO’s website

EDMO’s briefs often get fully translated in Italian by IDMO staff and attached to the presentation
article on IDMO’s website:

E—
=DMO
il

European Digital Media Observatory

COVID-19 LA DISINFORMAZIONE A

TEMA COVID-19 E ANCORA FORTE,
MA SEMBRA STIA PERDENDO SPINTA

Brief mensile no. 8 — EDMO fact-checking network




Figure 2: EDMO’s monthly brief translated in Italian

For what concerns its own fact-checking editorial products, the Italian Hub has chosen to replicate
EDMO’s successful model of monthly disinformation briefs. IDMO’s briefs picture the main
disinformation trends circulating - in this case - in Italy in the month previous to publication.

Ten such briefs have been published so far based on the collaboration among Italian editorial outlets
regularly publishing fact-checking contents. The information contained in these briefs feed EDMO’s
fact-checking contents for what concerns the Italian case, while on the other hand, an overview of
EDMO briefs’ focal points is always included in IDMQO’s briefs to give ltalian stakeholders the
opportunity to get the broader European picture.

In particular, each of the IDMO briefs published so far have included one slide featuring “the stories
with wider circulation in the EU” in the month previous to publication as based on the reports of the
organizations which form part of the EDMO network. The slide also includes a map to make the story
circulation trend more visual to the readers. Here is one example from IDMOQO’s last published IDMO
brief:

-
Halian Digital
-‘ Media Observatory LE QUATTRO STORIE FALSE pn‘j
DIFFUSE NELL'UE AD AGOSTO,
IN BASE AI RESOCONTI DELLE
T ORGANIZZAZIONI DI
Y FACT-CHECRING PARTE DEL
] e NETWORK EDMO, SONO STATE:
- - o Video fuori contesto di un festival in Piemonte,
erroneamente associati con le proteste

B2 euNosaa
P antigovernative degli agricoltori nei Paesi Bassi

La falsa notizia secondo cui gli incendi boschivi
sarebbero stati causati intenzionalmente con degli
elicotteri

L'errata notizia secondo cui il World economic
forum vorrebbe mettere fine alla «dispendiosa
proprieta di auto private»

Le (decontestualizzate) mappe relative alle

« previsioni meteorologiche manipolate per
esagerare gli effetti del cambiamento climatico

%

Figure 3: Information from EDMO's monthly brief included in IDMO's 10th’ monthly brief

The rationale behind the inclusion of this information is that this facilitates the confrontation on
whether the main disinformation trends circulating in Europe coincide with those circulating in Italy,
to allow for a broader vision. On the other hand, this grants EDMO greater reach among the Italian
audiences.

Furthermore, EDMOQ’s briefs and investigations are regularly relaunched and disseminated through
IDMO’s social networks. Below are some recent examples:



IDMO - Italian Digital Media Observatory
@IDMO_it - 16 set
Read here the new Fact-Checking brief by @EDMO_EUI

= European Digital Media Observatory @EDMO _EUI - 16 set
The new #EDMOeu Fact-checking Brief is out!

Read to find out how #disinformation breaks up to cover different topics, with a
focus on:

7 #ClimateChange
= #RussiaUkraineWar
T #Covid19

» #Inflation

loom.ly/Kl4pAad

@PagellaPolitica
@FactaNews

=DMO

IN AUGUST, DISINFORMATION IN THE EU
REEPS WIDENING ITS SCOPE TO COVER
DIFFERENT TOPICS

Figure 4: EDMO brief shared via IDMO social media



IDMO - Italian Digital Media Observatory
@IDMO._it

The 25 organizations part of the @EDMO _EUI's fact-
checking network published a total of 1.337
factchecking articles in April 2022.

Out of these articles, 580 (43%) focused on Ukraine-
related disinformation

idmo.it

Targets of Ukraine-related disinformation become clearer in April

In EDMO’s monthly brief the analysis of the main disinformation trends about
Ukraine

4:54 pm - 16 May 2022 - Twitter Web App

Figure 5: EDMO's activities on IDMO's social media

IDMO - ltalian Digital Media Observatory
@IDMO_it

The @EDMO_EUI's 5th Weekly Insight about
#disinformation narratives regarding the
#RussiaUkraineWar

New trend: Disinformation on accountability and
reality of Ukrainian civilian casualties

Read it here: edmo.eu/weekly-insight...

DATA PROVIDED BY EDMO'S FACT-CHECKING NETWORK

& Pagella Politica and 9 others

2:09 pm - 21 Apr 2022 - Twitter Web App

Figure 6: EDMQO:'s activities on IDMO's social media

Other than the cross-collaboration over the fact-checking editorial products, the collaboration among
IDMO, EDMO and the other national Hubs is also ensured by regular meetings and participation in



common events. Several such events have been organized both online and offline since the launch
of EDMO national Hubs in September 2021. The latest ones include:

The 2nd EDMO international fact-checking conference, which was hosted by Pagella Politica
in Milan on 29 April 2022. The one day conference included two panels in which all EDMO
Hubs were invited to relate and discuss local activities, regulation at member states level and
censorship issues.

Pagella Politica &
@PagellaPolitica

The 2nd @EDMO _EUI international #factchecking
conference is over!

Great discussions & insights on the activities of the
network against #disinformation across the EU.

Thanks to everyone involved!

5:01 pm - 29 Apr 2022 - Twitter Web App

Figure 7: Tweet on EDMO’s second international fact-checking conference

The “EDMO Meets national Hubs” event, which was held in Prague on 21 September 2022.
The meeting was organized in the context of a larger CEDMO (Central European Digital
Media Observatory) Hub CIC2022 event of 22-23 September, and reunited all EDMO
national Hubs to celebrate the one year anniversary since the launch of the Hubs. Discussion
included updates on the state of the art and coordination for the next steps.
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https://cedmohub.eu/press-release-on-international-conference-cic2022-europe-tackles-information-chaos/

§

European Digital Media Observatory @EDMO EUI - 21 set

Today the #EDMOeu Hubs meet in Prague before the #CIC2022

#:An occasion to celebrate 1 year of activities of the Hubs & to plan the
next steps in tackling #disinformation

Good to see @CEDMOhub @iberifier @DEFACTO_UE @Ireland_EDMO
@nordishub @BENEDMO_hub @Edmo_Belux @IDMO it

Figure 8: Tweet on “EDMO meets national Hubs” event

3 Conclusions

This report briefly summarizes the main areas of cross-cooperation among IDMO, EDMO and its
national Hubs. IDMOQO'’s activities are planned and structured to be carried out in parallel with those
of EDMO, both benefiting from and contributing to them. Coordination on fact-checking activities
includes collaborative exposure of cross-border disinformation narratives, early response to EDMO’s
requests for emerging disinformation trends, exchange of best practices, contribution to EDMQO’s
relevant repositories, common events and dissemination activities.
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