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UKRAINE-RELATED DETECTED 
DISINFORMATION SLOWS DOWN 
IN APRIL, BUT ITS SHARE IS 
STILL AMONG THE HIGHEST EVER 
MEASURED

The 25 organizations* part of the EDMO fact-checking network 
that contributed to this brief published a total of 1.337 fact-
checking articles in April 2022. Out of these articles, 580 (43%) 
focused on Ukraine-related disinformation. 

This percentage is lower than the previous month��������EXW�LW·V�
still one of the highest percentages of disinformation about one 
single topic ever detected in these briefs.

7KH�SHUFHQWDJH·V�GURS�LV�PRVW�OLNHO\�GXH�WR�PDQ\�IDFWRUV��D�
slowing down of the Russian offensive on the ground in April, the 
fading of the shock-effect registered in March, and relevant local 
events (e.g. the elections in France or in Slovenia).

* Organizations that contributed to this brief: AFP, Correctiv, 
'HOÀ��'HPDJRJ��3O���(HVWL�3lHYDOHKW��()(�9HULÀFD��(OOLQLND�
+RD[HV��(XURFRPXQLFDUH��)DNWLVN��)DFWFKHFN�9ODDQGHUHQ��
.lOONULWLNE\UnQ��.QDFN�0DJD]LQH��/HV�6XUOLJQHXUV��0DOGLWD��
0LPLNDPD��1LHXZVFKHFNHUV��1HZWUDO��2VWUR��3DJHOOD3ROLWLFD�
)DFWD��3ROuJUDIR��5H�%DOWLFD��7KH�-RXUQDO�)DFW�&KHFN��7MHN'HW��
9HULÀFDW��9HULÀFD579(

%RWK�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WKDW�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�WKLV�
EULHI�������DQG�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�FRXQWULHV�FRYHUHG�������DUH�QHZ�
records, beating the ones set in the SUHYLRXV�PRQWK. Considering 
WKDW�WKH�WZR�PLVVLQJ�FRXQWULHV�²�0DOWD�DQG�&\SUXV�²�DUH�OLNHO\�
FRYHUHG�PRVWO\�E\�IDFW�FKHFNLQJ�DUWLFOHV�LQ�RWKHU�(8�ODQJXDJHV�
�*UHHN��(QJOLVK��HWF����ZH�FDQ�VD\�WKDW�this EDMO brief fully 
covers all the European Union.

43%
Ukraine-Related

57%
Other

https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Tenth_Fact-Checking_Report_Apr_2022_V.pdf
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Tenth_Fact-Checking_Report_Apr_2022_V.pdf
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Out of the 1.337 fact-checking articles published 
in March by the 25 organizations* part of the 
EDMO fact-checking network that contributed to 
this brief, 107 (8%) focused on COVID-19-related 
disinformation. The percentage is similar to the 
one monitored in March (9%).

The main narrative is an already detected one, i.e. 
that vaccines are very dangerous: they supposedly 
cause heart attacks, epathites, AIDS and in 
general various adverse events.

% of COVID-19 related 
disinformation on total
disinformation
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COVID-19 RELATED DETECTED 
DISINFORMATION IN APRIL STAYS AT 
THE SAME LEVEL like in MARCH

https://factcheck.vlaanderen/factcheck/geen-pfizer-onderzoek-hoge-kans-hartaanval-vaccinatie
https://www.verificat.cat/fact-check/els-casos-dhepatitis-en-infants-no-estan-causats-per-la-vacuna-de-pfizer
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2022/04/27/eads-vaccine-aids-pseudoscience/
https://www.knack.be/factcheck/factcheck-nee-uit-documenten-van-pfizer-blijkt-niet-dat-het-coronavaccin-1291-bijwerkingen-heeft/
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IN APRIL OTHER �'TRADITIONAL'� TARGETS OF DISINFORMATION 
WERE HIT IN MANY EU COUNTRIES:

��4PNYHU[Z�-VYLPNULYZ��UV[�ZWLJPÄJHSS`�MYVT�<RYHPUL���e.g.) 

��,<�7VSPJPLZ�+LJPZPVUZ��e.g.) 

- Electric vehicles (e.g.) 

- Gender equality policies (e.g.) 

https://www.newtral.es/menores-extranjeros-procesion-granada-hermandad-de-la-estrella/20220418/
https://www.lessurligneurs.eu/pour-marine-le-pen-la-cour-de-justice-de-lunion-europeenne-entrave-la-disponibilite-de-nos-soldats-en-temps-de-guerre/
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2022/04/25/brennender-bus-in-italien-%20dieses-feuer-wurde-nicht-durch-elektrobatterien-ausgeloest/
https://maldita.es/feminismo/20220406/podcast-chochocharlas-mear-pie-igualdad-20000-millones/
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NOT EU

EU + Norway

EU - No data

7KH�KRUULÀF�VFHQHV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�%XFKD�ZHUH�VWDJHG�
by Ukrainian forces (e.g.)

9LGHRV�LPDJHV�QHZV�WKDW�GHPRQVWUDWH�=HOHQVN\·V�
use of cocaine (e.g.)

The model of the missile that hit Kramatorsk 
GHPRQVWUDWHV�8NUDLQH·V�UHVSRQVLELOLW\��e.g.)

Evidence for electoral fraud in France (e.g.)

THE four FALSE STORIES WITH 
THE WIDEST CIRCULATION IN THE 
EU IN april, BASED ON THE 
FACT-CHECKERS' REPORTS, WERE:

https://verificat.afp.com/doc.afp.com.327P9M2
https://www.faktisk.no/artikler/jn2wr/falske-beviser-for-at-zelenskyj-er-narkoman
https://ru.rebaltica.lv/archives/4042
https://www.newtral.es/cnn-explosion-ucrania/20220323/
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SEVEN NARRATIVES EMERGE AS THE MOST VIRAL AND 
PERSISTENT IN DETECTED DISINFORMATION

5XVVLDQ�LQYDVLRQ�RI�8NUDLQH�LV�DFWXDOO\�MXVWLÀHG�
– a widespread twist detected in April is that the 
FRQÁLFW�LV�D�´SUR[\�ZDUµ�DQG�5XVVLD�LV�GHIHQGLQJ�
itself from NATO aggression (e.g.)

Volodymyr Zelensky is a Nazi, a satanist, a drug 
addict, a coward, etc. (e.g.)

Ukrainians and Ukrainian forces are largely Nazi 
(e.g.) 

Pro-Russia war propaganda (e.g.) and pro-Ukraine 
war propaganda (e.g.)

Western traditional media spread false news/false 
images about the war (e.g.)

Ukrainian refugees are violent, fascists, thieves etc. 
This narrative was detected as particularly viral in 
Latvia (e.g.), Estonia (e.g.���%XOJDULD��e.g.), Poland 
(e.g.) and the Czech Republic (e.g.)

([DJJHUDWHG�QHJDWLYH�HFRQRPLFDO�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�
the war and of the sanctions in Europe (e.g.) 

These narratives are supported by many false news widely spread all across Europe, as detected also in 
UHFHQW�('02·V�:HHNO\�,QVLJKWV�RQ�8NUDLQH�UHODWHG�GLVLQIRUPDWLRQ�

The previous brief listed nine main disinformation narratives about the war in Ukraine spread in Europe 
LQ�0DUFK��,Q�$SULO��RXW�RI�WKRVH�QLQH��VHYHQ�QDUUDWLYHV�HPHUJHG�DV�WKH�PRVW�YLUDO�DQG�SHUVLVWHQW��ZLWK�IHZ�
FKDQJHV�

https://tenykerdes.afp.com/doc.afp.com.328K3T6
https://fakty.afp.com/doc.afp.com.329C4BN
https://faktantarkistus.afp.com/doc.afp.com.328J97B
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.328L7M4
https://www.mimikama.at/bild-zeigt-nicht-moskwa-faktencheck/
https://www.antifake.ro/fact-checking-ul-saptamanii-imagine-trucata-despre-bombardamentele-din-ucraina-si-atribuita-in-mod-fals-bbc/
https://ru.rebaltica.lv/archives/4057
https://epl.delfi.ee/artikkel/96355941/faktikontroll-vaide-et-ukrainlased-kaklevad-tanavatel-on-alusetu-ja-viha-ohutav
https://proveri.afp.com/doc.afp.com.328N4KK
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/wsparcie-dla-ukraincow-to-celowe-wynaradawianie-polski-fake-news/
https://napravoumiru.afp.com/doc.afp.com.328N6RC
https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/melas/esa-lietuviai-verziasi-patekti-i-baltarusija-tokio-melo-dar-negirdejome.d?id=90081517
https://edmo.eu/weekly-insights/
https://edmo.eu/weekly-insights/
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Tenth_Fact-Checking_Report_Apr_2022_V.pdf#page=5
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THE MOST SIGNIFICANT VERIFIED DISINFORMATION 
STORIES AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL:

�����63$,1�

The Russian government 
has announced an arrest 
warrant for billionaire 
George Soros for being the 
PDLQ�SURPRWHU�RI�WKH�FRQÁLFW�
in Ukraine

� ���&52$7,$�

7KH�ÀQDQFLDO�KHOS�
offered by the Ukrainian 
government to citizens 
affected by the war is 
conditioned to them 
being vaccinated against 
Covid-19

*(50$1<�

LNG carriers use more 
oil on their way from 
the US to Europe than 
all cars of the world 
combined in a year

6:('(1�

A Forbes list of the 
most dangerous 
countries for women 
travelers put Sweden 
second only to South 
Africa
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METHODOLOGY
7KH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�FRQWDLQHG�LQ�WKLV�EULHI�ZDV�FROOHFWHG�YLD�D�TXHVWLRQQDLUH�VHQW�WR�

the fact-checking organizations that are part of the EDMO fact-checking network.

5HIHUHQFH�SHULRG�������$SULO������1XPEHU�RI�UHVSRQGHQWV�����
0DLQ�HGLWRU�RI�WKLV�EULHI��7RPPDVR�&DQHWWD��3DJHOOD�3ROLWLFD�)DFWD�

)RU�IXUWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ��t.canetta@pagellapolitica.it.

EDMO has received funding
from the European Union
XQGHU�&RQWUDFW�QXPEHU��´/&���������µ

https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-community/
mailto:t.canetta%40pagellapolitica.it?subject=

